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ALEC’s’Corporate Board
--in recent past or present

• AT&T Services, Inc.
• centerpoint360
• UPS
• Bayer Corporation
• GlaxoSmithKline
• Energy Future Holdings
• Johnson & Johnson
• Coca-Cola Company
• PhRMA
• Kraft Foods, Inc.
• Coca-Cola Co.
• Pfizer Inc.
• Reed Elsevier, Inc.
• DIAGEO
• Peabody Energy
• Intuit, Inc.
• Koch Industries, Inc.
• ExxonMobil
• Verizon
• Reynolds American Inc.
• Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
• Salt River Project
• Altria Client Services, Inc.
• American Bail Coalition
• State Farm Insurance
For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

PROPOSED ALEC RESOLUTION
SUMMARY

A resolution opposing federal legislative efforts to empower the government to
establish a national commission to review and evaluate state workers'
compensation laws.
WHEREAS, the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) supports state
workers' compensation laws that provide an injured worker with all reasonable and
necessary medical treatment, of the nature and intensity to promote expeditious
healing and return to work, and a fair level of income benefits during disability,
providing protection against lost wages, while encouraging return to work, all at a
cost affordable to employers.
WHEREAS, ALEC believes the state-based workers' compensation system has
proven over the near-century of its existence to constitute an effective means of
protecting injured workers against the costs of industrial injury, and protecting
employers against the unlimited and unpredictable costs of workplace liability. A
state-based benefit delivery system reflects the nature and cost of employment in
individual states and is an exemplar of the federal system, in which power is
dispersed among the states, thereby facilitating timely response and ability to
tailor remedies to state-specific conditions.
WHEREAS, ALEC opposes the imposition of federal oversight and development of
federal mandates on the state workers' compensation system. Federal
requirements on the state-based system would create unnecessary imbalances
and unintended consequences for a system that has been operating effectively for
decades.
WHEREAS, ALEC opposes legislation that would unnecessarily increase the federal
bureaucracy and create federal regulation in an area where states are currently
providing adequate oversight.
WHEREAS, ALEC supports a state workers' compensation system, its
administration, legal precedents, funding and fiscal accountability, which is
intricately linked to each state's economy. The state-based system provides the
ability to experiment creatively and borrow from experiences in other states
without the burden of a rigid, nationwide, one-size-fits-all federal program that is

without the burden of a rigid, nationwide, one-size-fits-all federal program that is
slow to change and administratively cumbersome.
WHEREAS, ALEC supports the rights of states and their respective legislatures and
stakeholders to review the performance of state-based workers' compensation
systems. It is not the province of Congress to interfere with the state
administration of workers' compensation.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the American Legislative Exchange Council
(ALEC) reiterates its support for the state-based workers' compensation system
and opposition to legislation that would lead to broadening the federal role in that
system; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ALEC opposes H.R. 635, legislation establishing
a National Commission on State Workers' Compensation Laws, because that
evaluation is intended to, and will assuredly, lead to recommendations inimical to
the independence of the state-based workers' compensation benefit delivery
system. These recommendations will seek to impose federal benefit delivery
system rules which Congress will be expected to approve â€“ rules that inherently
will interfere with state benefit systems, increase system costs nationwide, and
frustrate efforts of the states to contain costs.
Approved by the Commerce, Insurance, and Economic Development Task Force
on July 16, 2009. Approved by the ALEC Board of Directors on August 27, 2009.
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