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relating to prison conditions, federal courts have become unduly involved in the micromanagement of state and local correctional facilities;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the American Legislative Exchange Council

supports policies which state that inmates should not be entitled to live better than lawabiding persons living at the poverty guideline level of income as determined by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the American Legislative Exchange Council

supports legislation which limits the power of federal courts to impose upon the states,
prison conditions not mandated by the United States Constitution or to further micromanage state prisons; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be provided to the
President of the United States and Members of Congress.

ALEC's Sourcebook of American State Legislation 1995

About Us and ALEC EXPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda.! We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.
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prisoners. The most significant part of per-inmate prison expenditures is the cost of security, which benefits
the private prison industry (including the Corrections Corporation of America, which is on the Executive
Committee of ALEC's Public Safety & Elections Task Force). Looking at the bigger picture, taxpayers are
spending more on prisons because more Americans are being imprisoned and more prisons are being
built. A large part of the rising incarceration rate is attributable to the "War on Drugs," which ALEC bills
perpetuate. Also to blame are mandatory minimum sentences, which ALEC bills also promote, as well as
truth-in-sentencing bills like those introduced by ALEC alumnus and Wisconsin governor Scott Walker,
which extend time incarcerated rather than on parole.

