
ALEC B1POSEIJ 
• ALEC" has long been o 
secretive collaboration 
between Big Business and 
"conservative • politicians. 
Behind dosed doors, they 
ghostwrite "model" bills to 
be introduced in state 
capitols across the country. 
This agenda-underwritten 
by global corporations
includes major tax 
loopholes for big industries 
and the super rich, 
proposals to offshore U.S. 
jobs a nd gut minimum 
wage, and efforts to 
weaken public health, 
safety, ond environmental 
protections. Although many 
of these bills have become 
low, until now, their origin 
has been largely unknown. 
With lUC EXPOSED, the 
Center for Media and 
Democracy hopes more 
Americans will study the 
bills to understand the 
depth a nd breadth of how 
big corporations are 
changing the legal rules 
and undermining democracy 
ocros,s the notion . 

auc·s ~e 80ird 
-tl recent past (I' p'eSelt 
• AT&T Services, Inc. 
• centerpoint360 
• UPS 
• Boyer CorporaHon 
• GloxoSmithKiine 
• Energy Fvtvre Holdings 
• Johnson & Johnson 
• Coco-Colo Company 
• PhRMA 
• Kroft Foods, Inc. 
• Coco-Colo Co. 
• Pfizer Inc. 
• Reed Elsevier, Inc. 
• DIAGEO 
• Peabody Energy 
• Intuit, Inc. 
• Koch Industries, Inc. 
• ExxonMobil 
• Verizon 
• Reynolds American Inc. 
• Wol-Mort Stores, Inc. 
• Salt River Project 
• Altrio Client Services, Inc. 
• American Boil Coalition 
• Stole Farm lnsvronce 
For more on these corporations, 
search of www.SourteWatch.org. 

Eli POSed 
0 I 0 VOU KNOW? Cor-por-ations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC. global companies 

wor-k as "equals" in "unison" with politicians to write Jaws to govern your- life. Big 

Business has "a VOICE and a VOTE," according to newly exposed documents. 00 Vlll? 

By lfle center for 
Media and Democracy 

WWW.DI'Watth.org 

Accountability in Government Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States 

Summary 

A resolution for the purpose of petitioning the Congress of the United States to propose an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States for submission to the States to prohibit 
the federal government from imposing: (1) regulatory mandates on the States or their 
political subdivisions; (2) unfunded mandates on state and local governments; and (3) 
spending conditions that are unrelated to the actual expenditures of funds allocated by 
Congress. 

Model Resolution 

WHEREAS, the federal government was established by the States through the ratification 
of the Constitution of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government was granted certain limited powers under the 
Constitution of the United States and the Tenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution provides that "the powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
the people;" and 

WHEREAS, state authority has been increasingly eroded through federa l assumption of 
powers reserved to the States under the Tenth Amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government has impermissibly expanded its power beyond its 
constitutional bounds at the expense of the state and local governments by imposing federal 
mandates and conditional spending grants on unrelated federal policies; and 

WHEREAS, federal encroachment on state authority obscures the lines between state and 
federal policy, thereby decreasing the political accountability of elected officials of both 
governments. To ensure political accountability, the People must be able to discern which 
governmental actors are imposing obligations and expenses upon them; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court has ruled in New York v. United States, 112 
S. Ct. 2408 (1992), that Congress may not simply commandeer the legislative and 
regulatory processes of the States; and 

WHEREAS, federal mandates are being imposed at an alarming rate on the States without 
the accompanying tax dollars necessary to implemement the mandated programs; and 

WHEREAS, the impact of unfunded federal mandates threatens the fiscal integrity of the 
States as well as the States' right of self determination; 

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
{INSERT STATE}, A MAJORITY OF All MEMBERS OF THE TWO HOUSES 
CONCURRING SEPARATELY HERIN, that the Congress of the United States is hereby 
petitioned to propose the Accountability in Government Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, for submittal to the States for ratification, prohibiting the federal 
government from: (1) imposing regulatory mandates on the States or their political 
subdivisions; (2) imposing unfunded mandates on state and local governments or mandates 
that are not enacted pursuant to the powers of the federal government; (3) imposing 
spending conditions that are unrelated to the actual expenditures of funds allocated by 
Congress. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that to achieve the purpose expressed above that the 
Accountability in Government Amendment shall provide that: 

1. No State shall be obligated, without its consent to enact or enforce any State law or 
regulation, or to administer any federal regulatory program imposed by or pursuant to a 
law enacted by Congress acting pursuant to its enumerated powers. 

2. Any obligation imposed upon a State by or pursuant to a law enacted by Congress shall 
not be enforceable against such State unless the federal government has acted pursuant 
to its enumerated powers and has provided the State with the funds needed to pay the 
States' cost of compliance with the obligation. 

3. No condition on the receipt of federal funds by a State, imposed by or pursuant to a law 
enacted by Congress is valid unless such condition is clearly stated, directly related to and 
does no more than specify the purposes for which, or manner which, the funds are to be 
spent. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of State of the State of {insert state} 
transmit copies of this Concurrent Resolution to the President of the United States, the 
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives of each state's legislature of the United States, and the {insert state} 
Congressional Delegation. 

lbWI US and U E:'.POS8l. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and 
9 . . . ovemment 

propaganda. We are located 1n Mad1son, W1scons•n. and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch 
and now www.ALEC c nd.org. For more information contact: edltor«Pprwatch.org or 608-260-9713 .. org, 
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