See Center for Media and Democracy' quick summary at bottom

Exposed

By the Center for
Media and Democracy
www.prwatch.org

ALEC EXPOSED

D I D Y O U K N O W ? Corporations VOTED to LOGIN
adopt| this.
Through ALEC, global companies
“ALEC”
has long been a GO
Search
LOGOUT | HOME | JOIN ALEC | CONTACT
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
secretive collaboration
ABOUT
MEMBERS
EVENTS & MEETINGS
MODEL LEGISLATION
TASK FORCES
ALEC INITIATIVES
PUBLICATIONS
between Big Business and
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO YOU?
NEWS
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
Home
Model Legislation
Education
Model Legislation
Did you
ghostwrite “model” bills to
Civil
Justice
be introduced in state
know that
capitols
across the
country.
Commerce,
Insurance,
Resolution Supporting the Principles of No Child Left Behind
an online
This agenda--underwritten
and Economic
for-profit
Development
by global
corporations-school
includes major tax
Education
loopholes for big industries
company
WHEREAS, the closing of the academic achievement gap as well as the raising of
and the
superEnvironment,
rich,
Energy,
overall academic performance for each child in the United States is of paramount was the
and Agriculture
proposals
to offshore U.S.
importance to the future economic strength and security of our country, and
corporate
jobs and gut minimum
Federal Relations
wage, and efforts to
co-chair in
weaken
public
health,
Health
and
Human
WHEREAS, the nation’s economic security and stability requires a high degree of 2011?
safety,Services
and environmental
proficiency in math, science and reading in order to maintain a competitive
protections. Although many
advantage in the world marketplace, and
International Relations
of these bills have become
law, until
now,
theirand
origin
Public
Safety
Elections
has been
largely unknown.
WHEREAS, proficiency for all students and closure of the achievement gap,
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
focused on math, science and reading, is fundamentally linked to overall reform of
Tax and Fiscal Policy
our system of public education through a strong system of accountability and
Center for Media and
transparency and built on state standards, and
Democracy
hopes more
Telecommunications
and Information
Americans
will study the
bills toTechnology
understand the
WHEREAS, the No Child Left Behind Act fundamentally changes the focus of
depth and breadth of how
federal government resources from a system-based focus to a child-based focus,
Print this
Page
big corporations
are
and
changing the
legal rules
Text-Only Page
and undermining democracy
Email this Page
across the nation.

ALEC’s’Corporate Board

WHEREAS, equipping parents with the information necessary to make effective
decisions regarding the education of their child, including academic growth and
accountability standards, is an essential step toward each child reaching his or her
potential, and
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WHEREAS, the responsibility for the education of each child of this nation
primarily lies with parents, supported by locally elected school boards and state
governments, the role of the federal government has become evident, and

WHEREAS, the 1954 Supreme Court decision of Brown vs. Bd. of Education firmly
established a constitutional requirement that every child be afforded equal
opportunity to a quality education regardless of race, creed or background, and

WHEREAS, in 1965 the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) put in
place a voluntary federal grant system of fundamental financial support to aid
state governments in the closure of the achievement gap, and

WHEREAS, the passage of the Department of Education Organization Act of 1979
created the US Department of Education, and

WHEREAS, in 1983 in a report released by the U.S. Department of Education
entitled “A Nation at Risk,” the challenges of improving our system of public
education were clearly outlined, and

WHEREAS, in 1989, the nations’ Governors came together for the first time for a
substantive dialogue about education reform, resulting in the adoption of National
Education Goals that aimed to have U.S. students lead the world in math and

Education Goals that aimed to have U.S. students lead the world in math and
science by the year 2000, and

WHEREAS, in 1994 the United States Congress restructured and reauthorized the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to be referred to as the Improving
America’s Schools Act, which put in place accountability requirements built on
state standards and required student assessments, and

WHEREAS, in 2001, only eleven states were in full compliance with the Improving
America’s Schools Act yet all fifty states continued to receive ESEA funding, and

WHEREAS, in 2001, with overwhelming bipartisan support, the United States
Congress again restructured and reauthorized ESEA to be referred to as the No
Child Left Behind Act, and

WHEREAS, the foundational principles of the No Child Left Behind Act are built
upon the premise that each child can learn regardless of background or upbringing,
especially when parents, as the primary educator of their children, have
educational choices for their children, and

WHEREAS, since the No Child Left Behind Act was signed into law on January 8,
2002, there has been progress made across the country in closing the achievement
gap.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the American Legislative Exchange Council,
supports the principles embodied in the latest reauthorization of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965, known as the No Child Left Behind Act.

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that while states continue to maintain a key
responsibility for educating children of our nation, the federal government is a
partner in this collaborative effort to ensure that each child is given equal
opportunity to become a successful, productive citizen of the United States.

Adopted by the Education Task Force at the States and Nation Policy Summit,
December 2005. Approved by the ALEC Board of Directors January 2006.
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From CMD: This resolution supports the Bush Administration's controversial
"No Child Left Behind" (NCLB) Act.

