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Resolution Opposing Taxpayer Financed Political Campaigns
 

WHEREAS, most public financing regimes provide additional taxpayer matching funds to qualifying candidates whose
opponent chooses not to take public funds, thereby penalizing privately-funded candidates, campaigns, and their
donors for exercising their rights of free speech and association; and,

 

WHEREAS, public financing regimes that restrict campaign contributions do not reduce the average expenditures of
candidates and their campaigns, but do discourage or prevent independent citizen groups from speaking out; and,

 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that campaign contributions have no effect upon legislative behavior; and,

 

WHEREAS, research has shown that state public financing regimes have not removed the influence of special interest
money; and,

 

WHEREAS, the incumbency rate has remained unaffected in states that have instituted public financing regimes;

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) opposes taxpayer financed
political campaigns.

 

Adopted by the Public Safety and Elections Task Force
December 6, 2008.

 

Approved by the American Legislative Exchange Council’s Board of Directors
January 14, 2009.
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Did you know the NRA--the National Rifle Association--was the corporate co-chair in 2011? 

user1
Text Box
From CMD:  This is ALEC's opposition to clean election laws that would involve public financing of candidates....
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Whose studies?!  Increased campaign contributions increase access to candidates and thus influence "legislative behavior," bills and votes....
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