ALEC ERXPOSED

“ALEC” has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

ALEG’s Corporate Board

- recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

« UPS

 Bayer Corporation

¢ GlaxoSmithKline

o Energy Future Holdings

« Johnson & Johnson

« Coca-Cola Company

o PhARMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.

¢ Coca-Cola Co.

o Pfizer Inc.

 Reed Elsevier, Inc.

« DIAGEO

* Peabody Energy

e Intuit, Inc.

¢ Koch Industries, Inc.

o ExxonMobil

e Verizon

* Reynolds American Inc.

¢ Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

o Salt River Project

« Altria Client Services, Inc.

o American Bail Coadlition

o State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

By the Center for
Media and Democracy

WwWw.prwatch.org

DID VOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO YOU?

Home - Model Legislation  Health and Human Services, |Did you know that global
Child Visitation Dispute Mediation Act ﬂ pharmaceutical company Bayer
Healthcare was the corporate co-
Summary chair in 20117

While divorce cannot be avoided, the emotional, psychological, and social needs of
children must receive greater attention. Legislation must ensure that custody
decisions truly reflect the best interests of children. The following legislation
encourages the promotion of mediation as an alternate to litigation to resolve
visitation.

Model Legislation

{Title, enacting clause, etc.}

Section 1. The legislature hereby finds and declares that the divorce rate in this
state has reached alarming proportions and the number of children affected by
divorce has grown accordingly. The legislature also finds and declares that the
denial and interference with visitation rights of noncustodial parents is a serious
problem for which there is presently no adequate remedy other than litigation
between the parties involved, a process that is often lengthy, expensive, and
harmful to the best interests of the child involved. Therefore, the legislature
declares that it is the public policy of (insert state) to promote the uses of
mediation as an alternate to litigation to resolve visitation disputes.

Section 2. As used in this Act the following terms have the following meaning:
(A) “Office” means the Child Visitation Office as established by this Act.

(B) “Local Department” means the local department of social services for a county.
Section 3.

(A) In each local department of social services for a county there is established a
Child Visitation Office. The purpose of such office shall be to develop and
implement a visitation dispute mediation program to investigate and mediate
complaints arising out of visitation orders issued by a court of competent
jurisdiction.

(B) The establishment and operation of such office shall be directed by the (insert
appropriate department). The (insert appropriate department) shall:

(1) adopt rules, regulations, and guidelines for the program;
(2) monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the program; and
(3) establish in each local Office an adequate staff to implement the program.

(C) The legislature appropriates the sum of (insert dollar amount of appropriation)
for the establishment and operation of this program.

Section 4. The Child Visitation Office shall:

(A) investigate visitation complaints filed by any party to a visitation order issued
by a court of competent jurisdiction. The Office may investigate complaints by
persons other than parents who have visitation rights pursuant to an order by a
court of competent jurisdiction.

(B) attempt to mediate and informally resolve any dispute concerning visitation
that may arise between the parties.

(C) maintain such records as may be necessary, including:

(1) the number of complaints;

(2) the number of complaints investigated;

(3) the amount of time spent on each complaint;

(4) the result of the investigation and/or mediation of each complaint; and
(5) the number of complaints resolved.

(D) Upon a request by a court of competent jurisdiction, the office shall make
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available to the court any records of any visitation complaint investigated by the
Office, including the final report.

Section 5. The function of the Office shall be only to investigate and mediate
visitation disputes. The office shall not exercise any enforcement powers.

Section 6. {Repealer clause.} <—____ \\/ere your laws
Section 7. {Severability clause.} repealed?

Section 8. {Effective date.}

1995 Sourcebook of American State Legislation.

About Us and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-971 3.
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