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Public School Employee Union Release Time Act

Summary: To prevent taxpayer subsidy of political and labor-oriented activity, this
legislation requires school employee unions to finance all their own release time
arrangements with school district boards of education. The union must entirely pay
the full per diem salary of any school employee or each day of service released
from duty to attend a union-sponsored meeting or
activity, or the day is deducted from the employee’s accumulated personal leave.
The union must entirely pay the portion of the salary and benefits of any local,
state, or national officer or representative accrued while in service to the
organization. School districts also are forbidden to extend the indirect benefits of
experience credit or years of service to employees released to
serve in a union for one-half contract year or longer. School districts under the
terms of a collective bargaining agreement which is in effect on the effective date
of the legislation are exempted until the agreement’s scheduled expiration, up to
three years.

Concerning Release Time of Public School Employees for Union or Association
Service

Section 1
A) (Title) Public School Employee Union Release Time Act

B) (Legislative Declaration) The General Assembly hereby finds and declares that
all public school districts in [state] are accountable for the responsible use of tax
revenues that they receive from state or local taxpayers. The General Assembly
further finds and declares that the tax revenues that are distributed to public
schools are intended to be used for the purpose of
educating children and should not be used to support political and labor-oriented
activity.

Therefore, it is the intent of this Act to clarify that school districts shall not use
taxpayers’ money to provide funding for paid release time, benefits, or any part of
the salary for any employee of a public school district during the employee’s
participation in a union activity or during the employee’s service as a union
representative or officer.

Section 2 (Prohibitions on public support of union release time)
A) On and after the effective date of this Act, no school district shall:

   1) Allow any employee of the district paid release time from regularly contracted
duties to attend meetings or activities initiated, planned, or organized by any union
or labor organization, unless the organization reimburses the school district the
employee’s full per diem salary for each day of service, or each day is deducted
from the employee’s cumulative personal leave.1

   2) Directly or indirectly provide an employee of the district paid release time
from regularly contracted duties for service as a representative of a local, state, or
national union or labor organization, or for service with or on behalf of any such
organization, unless the organization reimburses the school district the employees’
salary for each day of service, or each day is
deducted from the employee’s cumulative personal leave.2

   3) Directly or indirectly provide an employee of the district paid release time
from regularly contracted duties to serve as the officer of a union or labor
organization. The school district shall not be liable to pay any portion of the salary
and benefits to a released employee during such service.3

   4) Extend experience credit or years of service to an employee of the district
released from regularly contracted duties to serve as the officer of a union or labor
organization for one-half contract year or longer.4

Section 3 (Exemptions for current collective bargaining agreements)
1) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to allow a school district to violate the
terms of a collective bargaining agreement or other employment contract that
allows employees paid release time to attend union activities and that is in
existence on the effective date of this Act. No school district that is a party to a
collective bargaining agreement or other employment contract that is in existence
on the effective date of this Act shall discontinue paid release time
for an employee’s service as a union representative for the term of such collective
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for an employee’s service as a union representative for the term of such collective
bargaining agreement or employment contract, no longer than three years from the
effective date of this Act.

Section 4 (Applicability)
1) The provisions of this Act shall apply to collective bargaining agreements and
other contracts for employment entered into, amended, or renewed on or after the
applicable effective date of this Act.

Section 5 (Effective date)
Notes
1 Many school districts give an allotment of general release days for union
activities. The number of days tends to vary with the size of the district and the
number of teachers. Local union officials, such as building representatives and
others, may use these days to attend business meetings or workshops (which often
include political advocacy and strategy). Or they may be specifically used to send
delegates to the annual state or national union assembly, an internal
organizational meeting. In some cases the union is required to cover the substitute
teacher costs for some or all of the allotted days available. In some cases the
union has to pay nothing. Those who negotiate and set policy for school districts
should have this issue off the table. This provision requires the union to pay the full
cost of teachers who use release time, or the teacher who uses the release time
must deduct it from her personal leave.

2 Many school districts have provisions in their collective bargaining agreements,
giving a certain number of paid leave days to a teacher who has been elected to
serve as a national or state director for the teachers’ union. The school district
continues paying the teacher’s regular salary while (s)he serves as a union
advocate. In most cases, the union is obligated to
reimburse the district at the much lower cost of providing a substitute teacher. But
the district should be paying the lower substitute cost since the district is receiving
services from her, while the union should be paying the teacher’s salary for his/her
days released to work as a state or national union officer. Those who negotiate
agreements on behalf of the school district should have this issue off the table.
This provision requires the union to pay the full cost of these release days.

3 Often local union presidents (and sometimes other local union officers) are given
extended release time from teaching duties to do full-time labor advocacy.
Release time is usually given for the full year, but in some cases it is only for a
halfyear. Some of these local presidents continue to be paid as an employee of the
district. In some school districts, the union is responsible to reimburse a much
smaller amount than the released employee’s actual salary—usually the cost of a
lessexperienced replacement teacher, the standard cost of a first-year teacher, or a
fraction of such a cost. This provision requires the union to pay the full cost of
extended release time for union officers.

4 Many of the school districts that grant release time to local union officers also
agree to give them formally recognized teaching experience for their time in
service to the union. Union officers continue advancing on the salary schedule as
though they have accrued actual teaching experience. This provision forbids school
districts from advancing released union officers on the salary schedule.
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