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WHEREAS, ALEC is an important, influential voice in the promotion of policies true
to the Jeffersonian principles of free markets, limited government, federalism and
individual liberty.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the American Legislative Exchange Council
(ALEC) supports the First Amendment in political speech, and opposes all efforts to
chill the speech of citizens through false statements laws.

Approved by the Public Safety and Elections Task Force on July 17, 2009.
Approved by the ALEC Board of Directors on August 27, 2009.
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This Resolution demonstrates an extreme approach to "free speech" that ALEC corporations take in regards to political communications. This
Resolution is a response to "false statement" laws passed by states to help voters make an informed decision by banning campaign ads that
are untrue. Misleading attack ads have proven effectiveness, are difficult to counter, and the presence of lies in the political debate is bad for
democracy. This Resolution alleges that defamation laws are sufficient to guard against false speech, but meeting the legal standard of
"defamation" is very difficult and would not cover most of the misleading political ads targeted by "false statement" laws.

