Exposed
ALEC EXPOSED
Search

GO

By the Center for
Media and Democracy
www.prwatch.org

D I D YOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt
this. Through ALEC, global companies
LOGIN | LOGOUT | HOME | JOIN ALEC | CONTACT
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big

“ALEC”
long been aEVENTS & MEETINGS MODEL LEGISLATION TASK FORCES ALEC INITIATIVES PUBLICATIONS
ABOUT hasMEMBERS
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO YOU?
secretive
collaboration
NEWS
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Home
Model Legislation
Commerce, Insurance, and Economic
Did you
Model
Legislation
Behind
closed
doors, they
Development
know that
Civil Justice
ghostwrite
“model” bills to
Resolution in Oppostion to Frivolous Complaints and Permit Extortion
global
be introduced in state
Commerce,
Insurance,
corporation
capitols
across the
country.
Economic
Summary
Thisand
agenda--underwritten
Kraft Foods
Development
by global corporations-was the
The Resolution in Opposition to Frivolous Complaints and Permit Extortion recognizes that
includes
major tax
Education
some unions have engaged in questionable pressure tactics to put open shop companies corporate
loopholes for big industries
out of business or force them to join a union. These harassment and intimidation tactics
co-chair in
andEnergy,
the super
rich,
Environment,
have come in the form of frivolous and unwarranted complaints and environmental
2011?
proposals
to offshore U.S.
and Agriculture
permit delays that are contrary to good public policy. This Resolution urges governments
at all levels to enforce appropriate laws and to pass legislation to deter such tactics. The
jobs and gut minimum
Federal
Relations
costs associated with defending frivolous complaints in legal and administrative actions
wage,
and efforts
to
have literally put some companies out of business. In the construction trades, such
weaken public health,
tactics can cause major delays, which can impose millions of dollars in additional costs.
Health and Human
safety, and environmental
Often, when open shops concede to union demands, the complaints mysteriously
Services
protections. Although many
disappear.
of these
bills haveRelations
become
International
Model Resolution
law, until now, their origin
Safety unknown.
and
has Public
been largely
WHEREAS, regulatory agencies' limited resources are being squandered for harassment
Elections
With
ALEC EXPOSED, the
purposes, in pursuit of non-life threatening complaints against employers; and
Center for Media and
Tax and Fiscal Policy
Democracy
hopes more
WHEREAS, complaints about Hazard Communication Standards (record keeping) and
Americans will study the
many other classifications that are "non-serious" violations have become a useful tool to
Telecommunications
billsand
to understand
harass employers by escalating the citation to "wilful," "repeat," or "egregious" and thus
Informationthe
increase the penalty exposure exponentially; and
depth
and breadth of how
Technology
big corporations are
WHEREAS, regulators should focus on leading hazards, and should not subject "nonchanging the legal rules
serious" violations to reclassification and/or multiple fines; and
Print this democracy
Page
and undermining
across the
nation.
WHEREAS, it is a criminal act to knowingly file a false claim with the NLRB, although the
Text-Only Page
Email this Page

ALEC’s’Corporate Board
--in recent past or present

• AT&T Services, Inc.
• centerpoint360
• UPS
• Bayer Corporation
• GlaxoSmithKline
• Energy Future Holdings
• Johnson & Johnson
• Coca-Cola Company
• PhRMA
• Kraft Foods, Inc.
• Coca-Cola Co.
• Pfizer Inc.
• Reed Elsevier, Inc.
• DIAGEO
• Peabody Energy
• Intuit, Inc.
• Koch Industries, Inc.
• ExxonMobil
• Verizon
• Reynolds American Inc.
• Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
• Salt River Project
• Altria Client Services, Inc.
• American Bail Coalition
• State Farm Insurance
For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

NLRB virtually never prosecutes; and

WHEREAS, it does not cost harassing parties anything to file frivolous claims, whereas
companies are often subjected to large attorney fees to defend such claims;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the State/Commonwealth of (insert state)
affirms the principle that harassment and intimidation tactics in the form of frivolous and
unwarranted complaints and environmental permit delays are contrary to good public
policy and urges governments at all levels to enforce current mechanisms and to pass
legislation to deter such tactics.
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About Us and ALEC EXPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda.! We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.

