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ALEC ERPOSED

“ALEC” has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

ALEC’s Corporate Board

-in recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

« UPS

» Bayer Corporation

¢ GlaxoSmithKline

« Energy Future Holdings

« Johnson & Johnson

¢ Coca-Cola Company

« PARMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.

¢ Coca-Cola Co.

o Pfizer Inc.

¢ Reed Elsevier, Inc.

« DIAGEO

« Peabody Energy

o Intuit, Inc.

o Koch Industries, Inc.

o ExxonMobil

« Verizon

« Reynolds American Inc.

« Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

o Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.

¢ American Bail Codlition

« State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

DID YOU KROW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. You?

Home - Model Legislation Health and Human Services |
Resolution on Reform of Federal Foster Care Financing: Families |pid you
for All know that
global
WHEREAS, Every child needs to be protected from abuse and neglect and deserves to |Pharma-
be reared in a loving, safe, stable environment with families that nurture, protect, and ceutical
guide them; and company
WHEREAS, Foster care should be a temporary, short-term placement for children until Bayer
they can achieve permanency through family reunification, adoption, or guardianship. Healthcare
However, the 513,000 children in foster care in the United States have been in foster was the
care for an average of 2 years, 5 months, and the 114,000 children waiting to be t
adopted have been in foster care for an average of 3 years, 6 months—while a record corporate
24,000 children aged out of the foster care system during the last year for which co-chair in
statistics are available without being placed with a loving, permanent family; and 20117

WHEREAS, The federal government shares the responsibility with states to protect
children from abuse and neglect and to secure safe, permanent homes for them.
However, the current federal financing structure for foster care encourages an over-
reliance on placement and maintenance of children in foster care with insufficient
resources for other services that keep families together or move such children quickly
into a new adoptive family or guardianship when reunification is not possible; and

WHEREAS, Sixty-one percent of all federal financing allocated to states for child welfare
purposes is mandated according to Title IV-E of the Social Security Act to be used for
maintaining children in foster care, and for related administrative and training costs,
thereby limiting states’ resources for other important services, such as prevention and
rehabilitation services, adoptive and foster parent recruitment, and post-placement
services for adoptive and foster families; and

WHEREAS, The current rigid federal financial structure for foster care harms children by
causing them to be maintained in foster care, when greater flexibility would enable states
to provide permanency for them more quickly through reunification, adoption, or
guardianship; and

WHEREAS, A recent survey shows that 61 percent of respondents agree that “federal
policy should allow states the flexibility to spend more of their federal foster care dollars
on adoptive and foster parent recruitment and on post-placement services for adoptive
and foster families;” and

WHEREAS, The same survey also shows that 61 percent of respondents agree that
“federal policy should allow states the flexibility to spend more of their federal foster care
dollars on prevention and rehabilitation services;” and

WHEREAS, The federal government mandates that states protect all children from
abuse and neglect and provide assistance for such children while they are in the care of
the state, regardless of income. However, the federal government only provides
assistance to states for children whose birthparents meet the 1996 income eligibility
requirements for Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC); and

WHEREAS, The outdated income eligibility requirements means 5,100 fewer children
are eligible for federal financial assistance each year, shifting the burden to the states and
limiting states’ resources for other important child welfare services; and

WHEREAS, The same survey shows that 65 percent of respondents agree that “all
children who are victims of abuse or neglect should be eligible for federal foster care
funding, regardless of income.” However, in 2004, only 47 percent of neglected and
abused children in foster care were eligible to receive federal support, causing the states
to miss out on an estimated $1.9 billion dollars in federal reimbursements for foster care
support; and

WHEREAS, The United States Congress plays a vital role and has a unique opportunity
to reform the federal financial system for foster care giving states more flexibility to use
their federal dollars towards other important services, such as prevention and
rehabilitation services, adoptive and foster parent recruitment, and post-placement
services for adoptive and foster families.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the {insert state legislative body} urges the
United States Congress to act quickly to reform the current federal financial structure for
foster care (most particularly, Title IV-E of the Social Security Act) to allow states the
flexibility to use more of their federal financing for other effective child welfare services
besides foster care maintenance; and to provide federal foster care funding for all
children, who are victims of neglect or abuse, regardless of income.
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Did you know that global pharma-ceutical company Bayer Healthcare was the corporate co-chair in 2011?


Adopted by the Health and Human Services Task Force at the Spring Task Force Summit,
April 28, 2007. Approved by the ALEC Board of Directors, May 2007.

About Us and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.
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