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ALEC ENPOSE

“ALEC” has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

ALEC’s Corporate Board

-in recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

o UPS

 Bayer Corporation

o GlaxoSmithKline

« Energy Future Holdings

« Johnson & Johnson

o Coca-Cola Company

o PARMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.
 Coca-Cola Co.

o Pfizer Inc.

« Reed Elsevier, Inc.

» DIAGEO

« Peabody Energy

e Intuit, Inc.

« Koch Industries, Inc.

o ExxonMobil

* Verizon

« Reynolds American Inc.

* Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

« Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.

o American Bail Coalition

e State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

By the Center fo
Media and Democracy

wWww.prwaich.org

DID VOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO You?

Home Model Legislation EducationN -
Did you know that

an online for-profit
The 140 Credit Hour Act school company
was the corporate
Summary co-chair in 2011?

This act will impose a twenty-five percent tuition surcharge on students who take more
than 140 credit hours to complete a baccalaureate degree in a four-year program at any
state-supported college or university or more than 110 percent of the credit hours
necessary to complete a baccalaureate degree in a five year program. This act will also
prohibit colleges and universities subject to this act from counting students in its full-time
equivalent count for funding purposes after the student has reached the 140 credit hour
limit in a four year program or 110 percent in a five year program.

Model Bill

Section 1. {Short Title}
This act may be cited as the 140 Credit Hour Act.

Section 2.

(A) A twenty-five percent tuition surcharge is imposed on students who take more than
one hundred forty credit hours to complete a baccalaureate degree in a four-year
program at any state-supported college or university of this state or more than one
hundred ten percent of the credit hours necessary to complete a baccalaureate degree in
any program designated by {insert name of state commission on higher education} as a
five-year program at any state supported college or university of this state. The
calculation of these credit hours taken at a college or university or accepted for transfer
shall exclude hours earned through the college board’s advanced placement or CLEP
examinations, through institutional advanced placement or course validation, or through
summer term or extension programs.

(B) A surcharge may not be imposed on a student who exceeds the degree credit hour
limits within the equivalent of four academic years of regular term enrollment, or within
five academic years of regular term enrollment in a degree program officially designated
by the {insert name of state commission on higher education} as a five year program.

(C) The undergraduate credit hours counted for this requirement include all regular
session degree creditable courses taken at any institution, including repeated courses,
failed courses, and courses dropped after the official census date (normally the last day to
add a course).

(D)
1. The tuition surcharge required by subsection (A) must be imposed beginning with the
next semester or quarter.

2. This surcharge must be imposed on all counted credit hours in excess of the threshold
for each of the following three categories of undergraduates:

a. For a student earning a first baccalaureate degree in a program that requires no more
than one hundred twenty-eight credit hours, the surcharge must be applied to all
counted credit hours in excess of one hundred forty.

b. For a student earning a first baccalaureate degree in a {insert name of state
commission on higher education} approved program that requires more than one
hundred twenty-eight counted credit hours, the surcharge must be applied to all credit
hours that exceed one hundred ten percent of the credit hours required for the degree.
Those programs include those that have officially been designated by {insert name of
state commission on higher education} as five-year programs, as well as those involving
double majors or combined bachelor’'s and master’s degrees.

c. For a student earning a baccalaureate degree other than the first, the surcharge must
be applied to all counted credit hours that exceed one hundred ten percent of the
minimum additional credit hours needed to earn the additional baccalaureate degree.

(E) The surcharge must be imposed on tuition charged in the current semester and in
subsequent semesters in which a student’s cumulative credit hour total, with the current
semester’s course load included, exceeds the threshold. The surcharge does not apply to
required fees.


Spare4
MainTopStamp

Spare4
TopLeftSidebar

Spare4
Top Bar

Spare4
Highlight

Spare4
Callout
Did you know that an online for-profit school company was the corporate co-chair in 2011?

Spare4
CorpBoardforSideBar

user1
Text Box
See Center for Media and Democracy' quick summary at bottom


(F) An institution subject to the provisions of this section may not count a student in its
full-time equivalent count for funding purposes after the student has accumulated one
hundred forty credit hours in a four year program or has exceeded by one hundred ten
percent the number of hours designated for a five-year program by {insert name of state
commission on higher education}.

Adopted by ALEC's Education Task Force at the Spring Task Force Summit April 21,
2001. Approved by full ALEC Board of Directors May, 2001.

Related Files
The 140 Credit Hour Act (Microsoft Word Document)

About Us and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Demaocracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.Source\Watch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.

From CMD: This "model" legislation imposes a 25% tuition "surcharge" (increase) on
students who take more than 140 credit hours to complete a bachelor's degree in a
four-year program at a public college or university. This is a substantial cost increase
that could adversely affect highly motivated students willing to take on larger course
loads to learn more or who already pay additional tuition for coursework to complete
their degree. It also appears to punish students who change their majors, which is not
uncommon as students determine their aptitude and interest, and who therefore
require more credits to graduate; the provisions thus seem unduly punitive.
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