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ALEC ENPOSED

“ALEC" has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

By the Center for

Media and Democracy
WwWw.prwaich.org

DID VOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO YOU?

ALEC’s Carporate Board

--ii recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

« UPS

» Bayer Corporation

¢ GlaxoSmithKline

« Energy Future Holdings

« Johnson & Johnson

e Coca-Cola Company

« PhARMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.

¢ Coca-Cola Co.

o Pfizer Inc.

« Reed Elsevier, Inc.

« DIAGEO

e Peabody Energy

o Intuit, Inc.

« Koch Industries, Inc.

¢ ExxonMobil

* Verizon

« Reynolds American Inc.

* Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

« Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.

« American Bail Coalition

o State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

Home Task Forces Education

Did you know that
an online for-profit
school company
was the corporate
co-chair in 2011?

Alternative Certification Act

Summary

Teacher quality is crucial to the improvement of instruction and student
performance. However, certification requirements that correspond to state-
approved education programs in most states prevent many individuals from
entering the teaching profession. To obtain an education degree, students must
often complete requirements in educational methods, theory, and style rather than
in-depth study in a chosen subject area. Comprehensive alternative certification
programs improve teacher quality by opening up the profession to well-educated,
qualified, and mature individuals. States should enact alternative teacher
certification programs to prepare persons with subject area expertise and life
experience to become teachers through a demonstration of competency and a
comprehensive mentoring program.

Model Legislation

Section 1. {Short Title} This act may be cited as the Alternative Certification
Act.

Section 2. Be it enacted by the legislature that the Education Code, relating to the
authority of the state to certify persons to teach who are not graduates of teacher
education programs, is amended by adding [section] to read as follows:

(A) Certificates of license to teach in the public schools of the state shall be
granted as follows:

(1) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by it,

(a) Upon the basis of college credit;

(b) Upon the basis of examination;

(2) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by the
state board, to any individual who presents to the state board a valid
doctoral degree from an accredited institution of higher education
accredited by a regional accrediting association. Such certificate shall
be limited to the major area of postgraduate study of the holder;

(3) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by it, on
the basis of a national level or regional certification which has been

validated in the individual’s endorsement area and earned by passing
a national or regional examination designed to assess the individual’s
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skills in the area in which the individual seeks certification.

(4) By the state board, upon an appropriate background check, to any
person who possesses a valid teaching certificate from another state
or certification as contemplated under subdivision three (3); provided
that the certificate holder shall annually complete the state board's
requirements for such level of certification.

(B) The board shall issue a master teacher certificate in the appropriate area of
endorsement to an applicant who meets the requirements for education and
experience as set forth in [section] and demonstrates quality teaching. Any
teacher who holds national level certification shall be deemed to have satisfied the
requirements for master teachers.

(C) Upon completion of a comprehensive mentoring program and satisfactory
principal recommendations during the initial year of teaching, the individual may
progress to the next level of certification.

Section 3. {Severability clause.}

Section 4. {Repealer clause.}<— Were your laws
repealed?

Section 5. {Effective date.}

Adopted by the Education Task Force at the States and Nation Policy Summit,
December 2005. Approved by the ALEC Board of Directors January 2006.

Related Files
Alternative Certification Act (Microsoft Word Document)

About Us and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.

This model legislation requires that States enact alternative teacher certification
programs to prepare persons with subject area expertise and life experience to
become teachers. It does not recognize that there is more to teaching than knowing
specific subject matter, such as the extensive instruction people who earn a four-year
degree in education receive in different methods of teaching students at various
developmental levels and with various learning styles.
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