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ALEC ENPOSED

“ALEC" has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

ALEC’s Corporate Board
--in recent past or present

o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

« UPS

» Bayer Corporation

¢ GlaxoSmithKline

« Energy Future Holdings

« Johnson & Johnson

¢ Coca-Cola Company

« PhARMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.

¢ Coca-Cola Co.

« Pfizer Inc.

« Reed Elsevier, Inc.

« DIAGEO

 Peabody Energy

o Intuit, Inc.

¢ Koch Industries, Inc.

« ExxonMobil

¢ Verizon

¢ Reynolds American Inc.

« Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

« Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.
¢ American Bail Codlition

o State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

DID YOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO YOU?

Home  Model Legislation  Tax and Fiscal Policy

\_ Did you know that the

Evergreen Freedom
Foundation--which is
connected to the Kochs--was
the corporate co-chair in
2011?

Super-Majority Act

Summary

Super-majority requirements are based on the premise that tax increases fuel excessive
government spending. Therefore, to more effectively control the budgetary process, the
ability to raise taxes or enact new taxes should be made as politically difficult as possible,
require broad consensus, and be held to a high standard of accountability. This Act calls
for a constitutional provision requiring all tax and license fee impositions and increases to
be approved by two-thirds of all members of each House. It provides for an exemption if
there are insufficient revenues to pay interest on the state's debt.

Model Legislation

An Act concurring in a proposed amendment to the Constitution of the State relating to
the imposition of taxes or license fees.

WHEREAS, an amendment to the Constitution of the State was proposed in the (session
number) Legislature, being Chapter (number), Volume (number), as follows:

This Act may be cited as an amendment to the State Constitution relating to the
imposition of taxes or license fees.

Be it enacted by the Legislature (two-thirds of all members elected to each House thereof
concurring therein):

Section 1. Amend Article (number) of the Constitution of the state by adding a new
Section thereto as follows:

(A) Imposition or levy of new taxes or license fee.

(1) No tax or license fee may be imposed or levied except pursuant to an act of the
legislature adopted with the concurrence of two-thirds of all members of each House.

(2) This amendment shall not apply to any tax or license fee authorized by an act of the
legislature that has not taken full effect upon the effective date of this bill.

(B) Limitation on increase of rate of taxes and license fees.

(1) The effective rate of any tax levied or license fee imposed may not be increased
except pursuant to an act of the legislature adopted with the concurrence of two-thirds
of all members of each House.
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(C) Exemption to meet obligation under faith and credit pledge; allocation of public
monies to meet such an obligation if revenues are not sufficient to meet such pledge.

(1) Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year of the state, the legislature shall appropriate
revenues to pay interest on its debt to which it has pledged its faith and credit and which
interest is payable in the year for which such appropriation is made and to pay the
principal of such debt, payable in such year, whether at maturity or otherwise. To the
extent that insufficient revenues are provided to pay the principal and interest on such
debt when due and payable, the first monies thereafter received by the state shall be set
aside and applied to the payment of the principal and interest on such debt. To make up
for such insufficient revenues, the legislature may increase the rate of taxes and fees
without regard to the limitations of Subsection (A) and Subsection (B) of Section 1,
hereof after the failure to pay when due the principal of and interest on such debt; and

WHEREAS, the said proposed amendment was adopted by two-thirds of all members
elected to each House of the (session number) legislature;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE (two-thirds of all
members elected to each House thereof concurring therein) said proposed amendment is
hereby adopted, and shall forthwith become a part of the Constitution of the state.

Section 2. {Severability clause.}

Section 3. {Repealer clause.} <—\Were your laws
repealed?

Section 4. {Effective date.}

ALEC's 1995 Sourcebook of American State Legislation

Center for Media and
Democracy's quick summary

This would amend the state constitution to require all tax and “license fee” increases or
impositions to be approved by two-thirds of all members of each house of the Legislature,
except when there is insufficient revenue to pay interest on the state’s debt. The state of
Wisconsin passed a similar bill in 2011, but not in the form of a binding constitutional
amendment.

About Us and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.Source\Watch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.
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This would amend the state constitution to require all tax and “license fee” increases or impositions to be approved by two-thirds of all members of each house of the Legislature, except when there is insufficient revenue to pay interest on the state’s debt. The state of Wisconsin passed a similar bill in 2011, but not in the form of a binding constitutional amendment. 





