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ALEC EXPOSER

“ALEC” has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the
Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

ALEC’s Corporate Board

--ii recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

o UPS

 Bayer Corporation

¢ GlaxoSmithKline

« Energy Future Holdings

« Johnson & Johnson
 Coca-Cola Company

« PhRMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.

¢ Coca-Cola Co.

o Pfizer Inc.

¢ Reed Elsevier, Inc.

« DIAGEO

« Peabody Energy

e Intuit, Inc.

¢ Koch Industries, Inc.

o ExxonMobil

¢ Verizon

« Reynolds American Inc.

o Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

« Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.

o American Bail Coadlition

o State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.
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Summary

Interstate compacts are a valuable and useful tool under the state and federal
constitutions for the states to address public policy problems in a creative and
imaginative manner. As with any form of public policy, however, interstate compacts
should be both transparent and accessible to the public at large. At present, the public
has little knowledge or ability to attain information on the business conducted by the
governing bodies of interstate compacts. In a free society, the public has the right to
have notice of the meetings of the governing bodies of interstate compacts. The public
also has the right to access the official records of such meetings. The Interstate Compact
Sunshine Act therefore requires governing bodies to comply with the requirements of
state open access law.

Model Legislation
{Title, enacting clause, etc.}
Section 1. {Title} This Act may be cited as The Interstate Compact Sunshine Act.

Section 2. {Statement of Purpose} It is the intent of the LEGISLATIVE BODY to make
the governing bodies of interstate compacts, to which the state of [Insert State] is or will
be a party, subject to the open access laws of the state of [Insert State].

Section 3. {Definitions}

(A) “governing body” means the organization of an interstate compact that is authorized
by the respective members to act on behalf of the respective members in the particular
business that is the subject of the interstate compact.

(B) “interstate compact” means any agreement entered into between the state of
[Insert State) and one or more other states, regardless of subject matter or the need for
federal congressional approval.

(C) “open access law” means a duly enacted law of the state of [Insert State],
constitutional provision, regulation, or court ruling, such as a sunshine law or freedom of
information act, that intends or has the effect of increasing the transparency of any
government operation to public scrutiny.

(D) “written notice” means the written conveyance of information from the governing
body to the citizens of the state of [Insert State], in a manner that would reasonably
inform the citizens of the state of [Insert State] that the governing body has scheduled a
meeting, whether or not any citizen actually received the written conveyance.

(E) “records” includes, but is not limited to, meeting minutes, records of votes, or any
other information that the governing body is required to keep under the terms of an
interstate compact.

(F) “electronic” includes, but is not limited to, video, audio, or internet.

(G) “official meeting” means any meeting of an interstate compact governing body that
is required by the terms of the interstate compact or a decision of the governing body.

Section 4. {Governing Body Compliance with Open Access Law}

(A) The state of [Insert State] shall not enter into any interstate compact unless the
governing body of the interstate compact complies with the open access laws of the
state of [Insert Name].

(B) Notwithstanding section (A), the state of [Insert State] shall not enter into an
interstate compact unless the governing body of the interstate compact provides, 30
days before an official meeting, written notice of its meeting and provides the public
access to the written and electronic records of all official meetings.

(C) The participation of the state of [Insert State] in any interstate compact that does
not comply with sections (A) and (B) shall be null and void and is hereby rescinded,
unless the governing body of the interstate compact shall take measures to comply with
sections (A) and (B) within 6 months after the effective date of this Act.

Section 5. {Severability Clause} Were your laws

K_ repealed?

Section 6. {Repealer Clause}

Section 7. {Effective Date}

Adopted by ALEC's Tax and Fiscal Policy Task Force at the Annual Meeting August 3,
2001. Approved by full ALEC Board of Directors September, 2001.

By the Center for
IAedia and Democracy
Www.prwatch.org

DID YOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. You?
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Center for Media and Democracy's
guick summary

This act would require the governing body of any interstate compact in which the state participates to comply with the
state’s open meetings law.

About Us and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government

propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.SourceWatch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.
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